
 

 

Minutes of the Board of Selectmen meeting of Wednesday, April 1, 2015. Present were Jerry D. 

Lawrence, Chairman; Nancy J. Maloney, Clerk; Eldon F. Moreira, Member. Also present was 

David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened at 6:30 p.m. in the Selectmen’s 

Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

 

 

Also present at this time were: 

Lt. Victor R. Flaherty 

Officer Richard Flaherty 

K-9 Officer Tazer 

Sgt. Russ Regan 

Sgt. Chris Werner 

Ms. Mollie Coyne, of East Bridgewater 

Ms. Stacey Coyne, of East Bridgewater 

Mr. Pluton Verra, owner of Grand Slam Pizza and Pub 

Mr. Tom Orlandi, Esquire,  

Mr. Steve Wong, owner of Cape Cod International dba Chili Head BBQ 

Ms. Courtney Bruneis, General Manager of Chili Head BBQ 

Mr. Paul Bello, owner of Chili Head BBQ Co Inc, dba Chili Head BBQ Co. 

Mr. Ben Smith, WBCAT  

 

The Board welcomed Ms. Mollie Coyne to the meeting who had raised funds for a bulletproof 

and stab proof vest for K9 Officer Tazer.  Chairman Lawrence read a proclamation for Ms. M. 

Coyne. Officer Richard Flaherty said that it is outstanding that a young person of Ms. M. 

Coyne’s age coordinates large fundraisers that benefits local K9 officers.  Lt. Victor Flaherty 

displayed one of K9 Tazer’s vests. 

 

Ms. Stacey Coyne discussed how Ms. M. Coyne got the idea to start fundraising for Mass. Vest-

A-Dog in lieu of receiving birthday gifts. 

 

The Board praised Ms. M. Coyne and thanked her for her generosity.  

 

The Board took a brief recess at 6:36 p.m. and reconvened at 6:38 p.m. 

 

Present at this time were Mr. Smith, Mr. Verra, Mr. Orlandi, Mr. Wong, Ms. Bruneis, Mr. Bello, 

and Sgt. Werner. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to accept for review the minutes of March 4, 2015, March 11, 2015 and 

March 19, 2015. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the Selectmen’s 2014 Town Report. Seconded by Mrs. 

Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed proposed cover art for the 2014 Town Report. Ms. Mallory Aronstein, 

Executive Administrative Assistant, stated that the photo was submitted last year by Mr. Erik 

Diedrichsen, a local resident, and that he consented for the Town to use his photo. 

 



 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to use the proposed photo as the cover art for the 2014 Town Report. 

Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously.  

 

The Board reviewed quotes from Allegra Print and Imaging to print the 2014 Annual Town 

Report and the Finance Committee FY16 Budget Recommendations. Mr. Gagne noted that that 

cost incurred for the budget recommendations could increase due to the number of by-laws 

proposed for this year’s Town Meeting. Mr. Moreira asked if the Town is charged per page. Mr. 

Gagne said yes. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to approve using Allegra Print and Imaging for printing of the Annual 

Town Report and the Finance Committee Budget Recommendations and to approve any 

additional costs incurred by preparing those books for Town Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Moreira 

and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 6:41 p.m., Ms. Deb Lancaster, Chairman of the Library Board of Trustees, Ms. Sona 

Hoisington, of the Library Board of Trustees, Ms. Beth Smith, Library Director and Ms. Marian 

Goode, candidate for Library Board of Trustees, entered the room. 

 

The Board reviewed a request from Police Chief Donald Clark to appoint Mr. Peter Mayhew as a 

Special Police Officer. Chairman Lawrence said that Mr. Mayhew previously interviewed for a 

position but was not selected despite being a good candidate. Sgt. Werner said that Mr. Mayhew 

has completed the Academy and is training now. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to appoint Mr. Peter Mayhew as a special police officer. Seconded by 

Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed a letter of resignation from Ms. Sona Hoisington from the Open Space and 

Recreation Committee.  

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept Ms. Hoisington’s resignation and forward a letter of thanks for 

service. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed a Site Plan Review application for Enterprise Rent-A-Car, 405 West Street. 

Mr. Gagne said Enterprise is expanding their services to do repair services on their vehicles. He 

said they are also going to expand the footprint of the building and the parking lot. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to forward comments concerning maintaining aesthetics and 

consideration of neighbors to the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Appeals. Seconded by 

Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed a letter of resignation from Mr. Ben Smith as Cable Station Manager.  

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept the resignation with regret and to forward a letter of thanks to 

Mr. Smith.  

 

Mr. Ben Smith said that he will stay on until a successor is hired. He said he will probably stay in 

the position until after Town Meeting. 



 

 

 

Mrs. Maloney seconded Mr. Moreira motion and it was voted unanimously in favor. 

 

At 6:47 p.m., The Board was unable to hold a joint meeting with the Library Board of Trustees 

due to a lack of quorum for the Board of Trustees. The Board tabled the item until a quorum was 

present. 

 

The Board reviewed the request to hold the Second Annual SSCC Teen Fun Run/Walk at the 

Rose L. MacDonald School. Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the event and waive any 

associated fees provided that any signage be removed within 24 hours of the end of the event. 

Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

There was brief discussion regarding the schools being listed in the top 100 in the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

 

The Board reviewed a request from the Disabled American Veterans to hold their Annual Poppy 

Drive on September 25 and September 26 at Market Basket. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the request. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne presented the Town Administrator’s report. He reported on the results of the Capital 

Budget meetings. He said that $661,000 worth of projects were approved. He said there were 

three requests not approved for this year. 

 

Mr. Gagne updated the Board regarding pothole repair. He said that an additional $30 million 

was released to municipalities statewide to be use exclusively to repair potholes. Mr. Gagne said 

the Town received an additional $48,272 to do so and that the Town has already received 

authorization of the funds. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to send a letter of thanks to Governor Baker for his continued generosity. 

Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne then updated the Board regarding formulating a Hydrant Snow Removal policy. He 

said that he, Chairman Lawrence, Fire Department, Police Department, Water Department, 

Highway Department, and Forestry Department have worked together to craft a draft snow 

removal policy for fire hydrants. He said that these individuals are now reviewing the policy and 

recommending changes. Mr. Gagne said once those changes are compiled, the Board will review 

the policy. 

 

Chairman Lawrence said that it was discussed at the meeting to establish a by-law that would 

identify hydrants on a person’s private property and designate them as responsible for clearing it. 

 

Mr. Gagne presented budget 2440 Sealer of Weights and Measures. He said it is level funded. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept budget 2440 Sealer of Weights and Measures and forward to the 

Finance Committee. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 



 

 

 

Mr. Gagne presented budget 1140 Moderator. He said it was level funded. 

  

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to accept budget 1140 Moderator and forward to the Finance 

Committee. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne presented budget 6910 Historical Commission. He said it was level funded. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept budget 6910 Historical Commission and forward to the Finance 

Committee. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne presented budget 9100 Benefits. He said there is an increase of about 7% due to an 

increase in long-term retirement which is set by the Plymouth County Retirement Board. He said 

another line that is increasing this budget is that of sick time buy back as the Town has three 

retirees for FY16. 

 

Chairman Lawrence asked if Mr. Gagne had received official communication from Mr. Charlie 

Bunker, former Highway Foreman, regarding his retirement. Mr. Gagne said he had only 

received something written from the Retirement Board and not the employee. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept budget 9100 Benefits and forward to the Finance Committee. 

Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne presented budget 1930 Insurances. He said the budget increased by 12% which is a 

lower increase than the previous year. He said there is a substantial increase due to the new 

school. Chairman Lawrence asked if insurance expenditures were considered part of net school 

spending. Mr. Gagne said that they were. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to accept budget 1930 Insurances and forward to the Finance 

Committee. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 6:55 p.m., Mr. John DeCosta, of 447 North Main Street, and Mr. Warren Turner and Ms. Jill 

Olivier, both of the Board of Library Trustees, entered the room. 

 

The Board convened the joint meeting with the library Board of Trustees. Chairman Lawrence 

said that there is a vacancy on the Library Board of Trustees and that an appointment requires a 

joint vote between the two boards. Ms. Deborah Lancaster, Chairman of the Library Board of 

Trustees, said that the Trustees recommend the appointment of Ms. Marian Goode. 

 

Ms. Goode said that she has been a resident of West Bridgewater for 30 years. She said her 

children attended West Bridgewater schools and that her grandchildren currently attend West 

Bridgewater schools. She said she is retired and now has free time to dedicate to the Library. 

 

Discussion continued regarding Ms. Goode’s appointment term. 

 



 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to appoint Ms. Marian Goode to the Library Board of Trustees. 

Seconded by Mr. Moreira. Roll call vote showed: Lawrence, yes; Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; 

Lancaster, yes; Hoisington, yes; Olivier, yes; Turner, yes. 

 

At 7:00 p.m., Ms. Goode, Ms. Hoisington, Ms. Olivier, Ms. Lancaster, and Mr. Turner left the 

room. 

 

At this time, Chairman Lawrence read the newspaper notice advertising a public hearing for the 

application for a new all alcohol, on premise liquor license for Grand Slam Pizza and Pub, 269 

North Main Street. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to open the public hearing. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Sgt. Chris Werner, Liquor License Agent, discussed his investigation. He reviewed Mr. Pluton 

Verra’s, owner of Verra Catering, Inc, dba Grand Slam Pizza and Pub,  background and 

experience in restaurants and liquor licenses. He said that Mr. Verra is a current restaurant owner 

in Town and has had no problems during his time here. 

 

At 7:02 p.m., Ms. Colleen Maloney, West Bridgewater’s representative on the Southeastern 

Regional School Committee, entered the room. 

 

Sgt. Werner said that he reviewed the liquor policies and rules and regulations with Mr. Verra. 

He said financial documentation is in order. 

 

Mrs. Maloney asked if Mr. Verra had taken a TIPS course. Mr. Verra said that he and his 

manager are TIPS certified. He said the remaining employees will be TIPS certified before 

opening. 

 

Chairman Lawrence invited Mr. Verra to discuss his business plans. 

 

Mr. Verra said that he has been in his current location since 2009 and has grown his business 

each year. He said that his staff is friendly and has fun doing what they do. Mr. Verra said that he 

hopes to continue to grow in the new location. He said one side will have delivery and take out 

with the same menu as he has now. He said he will have the same chef. Mr. Verra said that he 

will bring in seafood dinners and appetizers with lots of specials. 

 

At 7:06 p.m., Mr. Ed Donga of The Enterprise entered the room. 

 

Mrs. Maloney asked when Mr. Verra planned to open. Mr. Verra said that April 13 is the move-

in date for delivery and take out. He said the bar and restaurant is being developed to fit their 

business style. Mr. Verra said they expect to open that part by mid to late May. 

 

Mr. John DeCosta, 447 North Main Street, stated that he is the closest abutter to the property. He 

said that he has no problem with allowing a license. 

 



 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the application for an all-alcohol on premise liquor license for 

Verra Catering, Inc, dba Grand Slam Pizza and Pub, at 269 North Main Street and to forward it 

to the ABCC. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 7:10 p.m., Mrs. Maloney MOVED to close the public hearing. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Lawrence read an advertisement notice for the public hearing for a transfer of an all-

alcohol on premise liquor license and entertainment license from Chili Head BBQ Co, Inc, dba 

Chili Head BBQ Co. to Cape Cod International, Inc., dba Chili Head BBQ Co. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to open the public hearing. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Sgt. Werner discussed his investigation into the transfer of this liquor license. 

 

At 7:11 p.m., Mr. Lou Lopes, Superintendent of Southeastern Regional Vocational Technical 

School, entered the room. 

 

Sgt. Werner said that the new owners will be Cape Cod International and that they are not 

planning on changing the format of the restaurant or the location. He said that there are two 

owners, Mr. Steven Wong who holds 100% of the stock, and Mr. David Diogo who holds 0%. 

Sgt. Werner said the manager, Ms. Courtney Brauneis has no financial stake in the business but 

will be running the business as general manager. He said she is currently the manager at Chili 

Head BBQ and that they have worked together in the past during her tenure there. Sgt. Werner 

said Mr. Wong is a Canadian Citizen and absentee owner. He said Mr. Diogo is a US citizen who 

resides in Canada. He said therefore Ms. Brauneis will serve as the main contact. Sgt. Werner 

said he was unable to find any background on the two owners but that Ms. Brauneis has 

experience in liquor sales and has had several managerial jobs in the restaurant industry. He said 

Ms. Brauneis is TIPS certified. Sgt. Werner stated the only issue he discovered surrounds the 

financial statements as required by the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission. He said the 

bank statements were under the name of DBS International but that he had no paperwork 

detailing who the owners of DBS International are. 

 

Discussion continued regarding the requirement of financial statements. Sgt. Werner said the 

Board could approve the application and let the ABCC look into and monitor the financial aspect 

of the transaction. 

 

At 7:16 p.m., Mr. DeCosta left the room. 

 

Mr. Tom Orlandi, attorney for Mr. Wong, said that Mr. Wong filed an affidavit in the morning 

that shows that DBS International is a company owned by Mr. Wong. He said that Mr. Wong is 

the only shareholder for the company. Atty. Orlandi said that Mr. Wong has been very involved 

in community activities and served as President of the Lions Club International as well as been 

awarded Lion of the Year. Atty. Orlandi said owning a restaurant is a new venture for Mr. Wong. 

He said the prices, hours, menu items and format for the business will remain the same and that 

former owner Mr. Paul Bello will work there through a transition period. 



 

 

 

There were no abutters present for comment. 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to approve the application for a transfer of an all alcohol on premise 

liquor license and entertainment license and to forward to the Alcohol Beverages Control 

Commission for their approval. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 7:26 p.m., Mr. Moreira MOVED to close the hearing. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so 

voted unanimously. 

 

At 7:27 p.m., Mr. Moreira MOVED to take a brief recess. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so 

voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reconvened at 7:30 p.m. Present at this time were Mr. Lou Lopes, Superintendent of 

Southeastern Regional School, Ms. Colleen Maloney, West Bridgewater’s representative on the 

Southeastern Regional School Committee, Highway and Vehicle Maintenance Superintendent 

Len Graf, Mr. Ed Donga of The Enterprise, and Mr. Smith. 

 

Mr. Lopes and Ms. Maloney presented budget 3200 Southeastern Regional School to the Board. 

Mr. Lopes said that the Town has more students enrolled and that the Town’s overall growth 

figures have both impacted the formula which determines the Town’s assessment to be paid to 

the school. 

 

Discussion continued regarding transportation costs for the school. Mr. Lopes said that cost of 

transportation per student is about $388 for the whole year. He said regional school districts are 

not allowed to charge for transportation costs. 

 

There was discussion regarding the trend of upperclassmen retention increasing. Mr. Lopes said 

that the school was designated at level one. 

 

Mr. Lopes said that the total assessment for West Bridgewater for FY16 is $445,681. He said 

enrollment has increased 18.8% and the assessment has increased similarly at 18.6%. Mr. Lopes 

said that the Town is assessed more than their fair share, but that there have been attempts at the 

state level for target aid sharing which aims to establish fairer assessments.  Mr. Lopes said that 

if target sharing is increased, the assessment would decrease for the Town. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept budget 3200 Southeastern Regional School and forward to the 

Finance Committee. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Lopes then discussed the obstacles they are facing with state retirement. He said that the 

employee contribution for retirement is not sufficient to cover actual costs for these employees’ 

retirement. He said an audit investigation into the matter showed that as the law is written, 

regional school districts should be charged by the state when an employee’s pension annuity is 

exhausted but that that hadn’t been done for over forty years. Mr. Lopes said there is special 

legislation forgiving the 40 years, but that going forward, the contributing Towns should expect 

increases in their assessments to help pay these added costs. Mr. Lopes said that it could be a 

substantial number. 



 

 

 

At 7:48 p.m., Mr. Lopes and Ms. Maloney left the room. 

 

Highway and vehicle Maintenance Superintendent Len Graf presented budgets 4210 DPW 

General Administration, 4220 DPW Highway, 4230 DPW Snow Removal, 4240 Street Lighting, 

4330 Waste Disposal, and 4600 Vehicle Maintenance to the Board.  

 

Mr. Graf said that there are four increases requested in budget 4210 DPW General 

Administration. He said that he has increased 5240 Property and Maintenance from $10,500 to 

$13,000 due to added costs to fix the building which is aging. He said the garage doors need to 

be repaired and replaced. He said that he is also requesting an increase for the GIS system to help 

the department manage street lights, manage drainage infrastructure and establish systems in 

which to proactively repair things. Mr. Graf said that he increased line 5340 Telephone to 

adequately cover the cost of having the tablet out in the field with the employees. He said he also 

increased 5730 Dues and Meetings from $700 to $1000. 

 

Mr. Graf said he had four increases requested in budget 4220 DPW Highway. He said that the 

traffic lights that are in use are highly computerized and they need more repairs with age. He said 

he increased line 5270 Equipment Hire to accommodate for cleaning more catch basins each 

year. He said they currently clean about 120 per year and he would like to clean 200 per year. 

Mr. Moreira asked how many catch basins the Town had. Mr. Graf said there were more than 

650 catch basins. Mr. Graf said he also requested an increase in 5531 Drainage Supplies in order 

to accommodate the added requirements through MS4 permitting with the state. He said he 

increased traffic details as well due to the need for it especially when working along Route 106. 

 

The Board reviewed budget 4230 DPW Snow Removal. Mr. Graf said that he is requesting the 

same as last year. 

 

The Board then reviewed budget 4240 DPW Street Lighting. Mr. Graf said that he is requesting a 

level funded budget but that as more requests come in from residents for street lights and 

additional developments, this budget may need to be increased in the coming years. 

 

The Board reviewed budget 4330 Waste Disposal. Mr. Graf said he is requesting an increase in 

line 5130 Overtime. He said it is not currently adequately funded.  

 

Discussion continued regarding the special circumstances that triggered the need for overtime in 

FY15. Chairman Lawrence noted that the requested increase is still less than what was spent in 

FY14. 

 

The Board reviewed budget 4600 Vehicle Maintenance. Mr. Graf reviewed the increases in the 

budget that were due to increases costs in tools and computer upgrades for diagnosing vehicles. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept budgets 4210 DPW General Administration, 4220 DPW 

Highway, 4230 DPW Snow Removal, 4330 Waste Disposal and 4600 Vehicle Maintenance and 

forward them to the Finance Committee. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted unanimously. 

 



 

 

Mrs. Maloney asked about the recent appropriation from Governor Baker. She asked if Mr. Graf 

had plans to prioritize certain streets when repairing potholes. Mr. Graf said that he is probably 

going to use the majority of funds for Matfield Street due to the significant frost heaves there. He 

said he is hoping to complete that project before July 1. He said the jobs paid for with these 

funds must be completed by June 30. Mr. Graf said because of that, contractors may be in limited 

supply so he is working quickly on scheduling it. 

 

Mrs. Maloney asked about other streets needing to be done. Mr. Graf said that he is planning on 

finishing the rest of West Street once the gas company finishes installing the gas line on the 

corner of Crescent and West Streets. He said there are two other, shorter streets on the list to be 

done as well. 

 

At 8:05 p.m., Mr. Graf left the room. At this time, Ms. Cheryl Cambria, Chairman of the 

Community Preservation Committee entered the room. 

 

Ms. Cambria presented the projects that were approved to utilize CPA figures for funding. She 

said that the Town Clerk has once again requested $5000 to preserve historical records. Ms. 

Cambria said the library has requested $4150 to preserve historical records as well. She said the 

Forestry and Parks Department requested $40,000 to repair stonewalls at one of the cemeteries in 

Town as well as $125,000 for masonry repairs at War Memorial Park. Ms. Cambria said that the 

Anderson Farm debt was paid off in FY15 so that frees up some money for future projects. 

Chairman Lawrence asked if there had been any more talk of acquiring preservation restrictions 

on farm land. Ms. Cambria said that some farmers had been approached about it but that no deals 

have been made as of year.  

 

Ms. Cambria discussed the Community Preservation Committee’s vote to not increase the 

surcharge on tax bills. She said that the Committee members felt that there was enough money 

coming in to complete projects and that now was not the time to increase the surcharge due to the 

payment of the Middle/Senior High School.  

 

At 8:08 p.m., Ms. Cambria left the room. 

 

At this time, the Board MOVED to enter into Executive Session pursuant to MGL Chapter 30A, 

Section 21(a) Exception 2 to conduct contact negotiations with nonunion personnel, specifically 

to conduct contract negotiations with the Highway and Vehicle Maintenance Superintendent. 

Open session will reconvene. Roll call vote showed: Lawrence, yes; Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes. 

 

The Board reconvened in Open Session at 8:33 p.m. Present at this time were Mr. Donga, Mr. 

Smith, Ms. Victoria Corbin-May, owner of Second Hand Society, Mr. Tom Hoisington of 495 

East Center Street, and Mr. Ralph Fidele, Mr. Bill Owens and Ms. Connie Adams all of Matfield 

Woods. 

 

The Board reviewed an application for Second Hand Society for an antique license to be located 

at 168 South Main Street. Ms. Corbin-May stated that they will be selling mostly men’s, 

women’s and children’s used clothing as well some furniture and small house wares. She said 

they are not a consignment shop. She said her hours were Wednesday through Sunday from 

10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Ms. Corbin-May said they do not have electronics. 



 

 

 

Mrs. Maloney MOVED to approve the antique license for Second Hand Society at 168 South 

Main Street. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 8:35 p.m., Ms. Corbin-May left the room. 

 

The Board welcomed comments from Mr. Ralph Fidele of the Matfield Woods Association. Mr. 

Fidele discussed Article 36 of the General By-Laws. He said he assumed that both mobile home 

parks were bound under the by-law. He highlighted section 14 paragraph “e” detailing the duties 

of the park owner which included snow and ice removal. Chairman Lawrence asked Mr. Fidele 

in what year those by-laws took effect. Mr. Fidele guessed 1992 but said that there was no date 

listed. Chairman Lawrence asked if Mr. Fidele brought the information to the office prior to the 

meeting. Mr. Fidele said he did not. Chairman Lawrence requested that the information be given 

to the Town Administrator. Mr. Fidele asked if Article 36 covered both mobile home parks. 

Chairman Lawrence said that he was unsure and that the Board tries to have the information 

before the meeting so research can be done. 

 

Discussion continued regarding the state laws that pertain to operating mobile home parks under 

rent control statutes. 

 

Mrs. Maloney said that at the meetings with the Association that she attended, Board of Health 

Chairman John Cruz advised the group to contact the Attorney General’s office. She asked if 

they had done so. Mr. Fidele said that he had gone to the Board of Health’s office and discussed 

with the Health Agent the issues they were having with the road conditions. Mr. Fidele said the 

Health Agent sent a letter to the park owner but nothing else was done. Mr. Fidele said he had 

been in touch with the Attorney General’s Office as well as the Department of Housing and 

Community Development. He said the person he spoke with at the Attorney General’s office said 

that he could not provide any legal opinions to him.  

 

Mr. Bill Owens said that he was the president of the Matfield Woods Association and that the 

residents should not be paying for things that are the owner’s responsibility to take care of. 

 

Mr. Moreira stated that there was a notice sent out to residents before they took tenancy at 

Matfield Woods. He said the by-law doesn’t apply to the other park but it does apply to Matfield 

Woods. 

 

Discussion continued regarding current snow removal at the park. Mr. Fidele said that the owner 

was requesting an additional $70 per month. Mr. Moreira said that all of these concerns should 

be sent to the Rent Control Board.  

 

There was discussion regarding the services available to the residents at the park. 

 

Discussion continued regarding the protocol and procedures of the Rent Control Board. 

 

There was discussion on how the Town came to plow Westbridge Landing. Chairman Lawrence 

said the owner of the park came to the Board declaring a hardship. 

 



 

 

There was discussion regarding the taxes collected at the park. Mr. Gagne said that the town 

receives $7.00 per unit per month in taxes. He said it was $9.00 per unit per month and was 

decreased in 2005. 

 

Discussion continued regarding the park owner applying for tax abatement. 

 

Chairman Lawrence asked if the residents had a right to purchase the park before a purchase and 

sale agreement could go forward. Mr. Owens stated that they have 45 days after a purchase and 

sale agreement is signed to determine if they would like to purchase the park. 

 

At 9:05 p.m., Ms. Adams, Mr. Fidele and Mr. Owens left the room. 

 

Mr. Tom Hoisington, of 495 East Center Street, said that the property at 500 East Center Street 

was recently purchased and will be demolished by the current owner. He said the home has 

historic value and was wondering if anything could be done to reexamine the decision to 

demolish the home. Chairman Lawrence stated that there was a proposed demolition delay by 

law that was defeated overwhelmingly at Town Meeting. Chairman Lawrence said a number of 

voluntary programs have been implemented since then. 

 

Discussion continued regarding the historical significance of the property. 

 

Chairman Lawrence suggested that Mr. Hoisington seek support from the Historical Commission 

to try to save the building. 

 

At 9:12 p.m., Mr. Hoisington left the room. 

 

At this time, the Board MOVED to enter into Executive Session pursuant to MGL Chapter 30A, 

Section 21(a) Exception 2 to conduct contract negotiations with non-union personnel, 

specifically for the Highway and Vehicle Maintenance Superintendent, Assistant Vehicle 

Maintenance Superintendent, Police Lieutenant, Administrative Assistant to the Board of 

Selectmen, and part-time non-union, non contractual employees, and pursuant to MGL Chapter 

30A, Section 21(a) Exception 3, to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining as an 

open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Town, 

specifically for the Clerical Union contract negotiations. Open Session will not reconvene. Roll 

Call vote showed: Lawrence, yes; Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes. 

 

 

 

_____________________ 

Nancy J. Maloney, Clerk 

 

 
Respectfully submitted by Mallory E. Aronstein, Executive Administrative Assistant. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Meeting Documents: - April 1, 2015 

 

 Proclamation and recognition of achievement for Mollie Coyne 

 Copy of newspaper article regarding Mollie Coyne’s donation of a K9 vest 

 Letter from Library Director Beth Smith regarding appointing Marian Goode 

 All alcohol on premise liquor license application (new) for Grand Slam Pizza and Pub 

 All alcohol on premise liquor license application (transfer) for Cape Cod International 

 Notification from Community Preservation Committee regarding increasing the CPA surcharge 

 Report from Community Preservation Committee concerning approved projects to use CPA funds 

 Antique License application for Victoria Corbin-May dba Second Hand Society 

 Letter from Matfield Woods Association requesting to attend a meeting 

 Minutes of March 4, 2015 

 Minutes of March 11, 2015 

 Minutes of March 19, 2015 

 Proposed draft of Board of Selectmen 2014 Town Report 

 Draft Cover Art for 2014 Annual Town Report 

 Quotes for printing Town Report and Finance Committee Handbook from Allegra Print & 

Imaging 

 Letter from Police Chief Donald Clark requesting appointment of Mr. Peter Mayhew as Special 

Police Officer 

 Letter of resignation from the Open Space Committee from Ms. Sona Hoisington 

 Special Permit Application for Enterprise Rent A Car, 405 West Street 

 Letter of resignation as Cable Station Manager from Ben Smith 

 Email correspondence from SSCC to hold the second annual Teen Walk/Run 5K 

 Letter of request from Disabled American Veterans to hold annual poppy drive 

 Report on accepted capital budget projects 

 Email regarding increased funding from the state for pothole repair 

 Draft of Hydrant Snow Removal policy 


